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Langston to lose HBCU status Where the weed at?
University will be renamed OSU at Langston
BY KENT FLOYD

L

angston University will soon
become Oklahoma State University at Langston (OSU at
Langston) and lose its status as
a historically black college/university (HBCU). The decision
was made by the Board of Regents in a closed door meeting
last Friday.
According to a source at the
state capital, the successor to Dr.
Holloway will be the first White
president in the school’s history,
and because of this the Board of
Regents did not feel that

Langston should keep its HBCU
status or its name. The name of the
next president has not been announced.
“This decision was made after
careful consideration of all applicants, in which we found that a
White candidate happened to be
the best one,” said Dr. Gregory
T.W. Leeds, a member of the Board.
“We thought it would seem hypocritical to have a White president
leading an HBCU, so we felt the
university should not be designated
as a Black institution. And because
Langston University is widely

known as an HBCU, the name of
the university also must be
changed.”
Opponents of this decision
asked why the Board just did not
hire a Black president.
“Well, we found two suitable
Black candidates,” Leeds said.
“But one of them was asking for
too high of a salary, and the other
one was not willing to relocate.
He said Langston was too far in
the country and he was allergic
to goats.”
please see “OSU at Langston,” pg.7

Food services uses goat meat to cut costs
BY SHANE HENSON

I

n an effort to cut costs due in
part to the rising prices of beef,
pork and chicken, Langston
University’s food services department has decided to buy and cook
goat meat. Most of the meat will
come directly from goats raised at
the E. (Kika) de la Garza Institute
for Goat Research located on campus.
The change, which has been
privately debated among the administration for two years, was approved last month. The food services department expects to begin
serving what they call “tasty goat
entrees” as early as next Friday in
The Caf.
“Goat meat tastes just like
chicken,” said Carl Roming, vice
president of food services and the
person who first proposed the
switch. “I doubt students will even
know the difference. Goat meat can
replace the pork used in sausages,
the beef in burgers, the chicken in
pastas, and all sorts of things.”
The administration says that
using goat meat provided by the

Cops to begin suprise door-to-door
drug searches in campus housing
BY SHAUNNA COOPER

A

pparently, the prevalence of
marijuana on this campus is
getting out of control.
In an attempt to decrease “the
growth of, profit from, and overall
obsession with marijuana at this
institution of higher learning,” the
Langston University Police Department (LUPD) will begin conducting surprise raids in all campus
housing units.
In conjunction with the Logan
County Sheriff’s Department,
which has two drug dogs and a
special task force, the police have
made plans to sweep through at
least two buildings per week until

the end of the semester.
An anonymous spokesperson
for the LUPD revealed that the first
series of raids will begin sometime
today.
“I do not have all the information pertaining to the raids. The
only person who knows which
units will be searched is the chief
of police,” said the source.
“If we find something in your
apartment, such as marijuana itself,
seeds, sticks, stems, scales, baggies,
pipes, bongs, or whatever, then we
will confiscate said items, take you
to jail, and you will also be expelled
from Langston University,” said
please see “drug searches,” pg.2

Coach Jerome Willis arrested for
stealing basketball equipment
BY SHAMIA JACKSON

A

photo by Chaz Kyser
These goats at the E. Kika de la Garza Institute for Goat Research have
been given yellow tags and designated as the first goats to be used as
food for Langston’s students.
institute will help the university effective this move will be,” said
save over $50,000 annually. The Roming. “And because there is not
savings will allow them to lower the a grocery store within twenty miles
cost of meal tickets and provide of the university, the institute will
also offer goat meat to students and
more money for scholarships.
“The institute has agreed to sell staff at $1 per pound.
According to Roming, saving
us goat meat at 50 cents a pound.
money
isn’t the only benefit using
We are currently paying $3 per
goat
meat
brings.
pound for beef, $2 for pork, and
“Goat
meat
is both lower in calo$1.50 for chicken. Anyone who
ries
and
cholesterol
than beef, pork
does the math can see how cost
please see “Goat meat,” pg.2

ssistant Men’s Basketball
Coach Jerome Willis was arrested yesterday for stealing basketball equipment. He was picked
up on the northeast side of the
multi-purpose center just after 11
p.m. after an anonymous tip to police.
Willis was charged with stealing
equipment from the C.F. Gayle’s
Field House. Several basketballs, air
pumps, nets, and jerseys were
found in the trunk of his black
Acura after police searched the car.
In the front seat was basketball
paraphernalia, which included
sweat-shirts, t-shirts, sweat-pants,
and team shoes.
In all, Willis stole about $1,500
worth of equipment. The university
decided to not press any formal
charges, but will terminate his employment.
“It’s so unfortunate that the

Coach Jerome Willis
coach had to be terminated on
such terms. I had no idea I was
working with a kleptomaniac. But
come to think of it, my wallet has
been missing for a couple of
days…” said Marion Johnston, a
trainer for the team.
“I always thought that it was
strange how he had to be the last
please see “Coach Willis arrested,” pg.2
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Goat meat,

continued from pg. 1
and chicken. And because goats
pretty much eat anything, the university won’t have to spend a lot
of money on food for them. We
currently just give them grass and
water.”
A representative of the institute said that this change has required them to buy over 1,000
goats because they currently do
not have enough in supply. Half
of the goats will be used as food
immediately, the other half will be
bred so that there will always be
an ongoing supply of goat meat.
The goats will be housed on land
right in back of the institute,
which is near Centennial Court.
While the administration is
touting the decision as a “mutually beneficial relationship” between the institute and food services, some of the center’s employees are opposed to the
change.
“I resigned when I was told
about this horrible and unethical
decision,” said Sarah Veal, who
had worked as a goat research
specialist for five years. “This
center was created to do research
on goats, not to send them to the
slaughter for the consumption of
Langston’s students!
“I’m not going to quit, but I
don’t like the idea,” said Sharif
Bah. “I mean, the goats are our
friends. Luckily, I won’t have to
be the one who kills them; I’m just
a custodian for the goat research
center.”
The change will be announced
today in the student union at 3
p.m. So far, only a handful of students and staff are aware that
they may soon be eating goats.
“This is just gross,” said
Deliliah Gray, a freshman business major. When I first came to
Langston I heard people joke in
The Caf that the burgers we were
eating were made from goats, but
I never dreamed that could be
true.”
“I’m from a West Indian family and was raised primarily on
goat meat,” said Tara Kid, a senior accounting major, “so I don’t
have a problem with the change.”
“I’m just going to feel bad because I have to see the animals
I’m eating playing in the fields
every day.

Campus organization started for
men formerly on the “down low”

BY TATYANA-LASHAY JOHNSON

A

fter meeting in secret for five
weeks, Tired of Hiding (TOH),
has finally come forward to make
their organization known.
TOH consists of approximately
45 men that have been living a
double life. To many people’s surprise, their other life has been with
a person of the same sex as these
men are considered living “on the
down low.”
“I was fed up with hiding the true
me. Yeah, I got a girlfriend for show,
but my true feelings are for my male
companion,” said Dante Phillipson,
a junior physical science major from
Memphis, Tenn. “I have been dating him secretly for months.”

Coach Willis
arrested, continued

from pg. 1

one out of the gym or had to lock it
up,” said a member of the team who
did not want to be identified. “And
he was the only one allowed to
check inventory, but I just figured
he was very hard working.”
According to Johnnie Baker of
the Oklahoma City Police Department, this is not Willis’ first run in
with the law.
“As a kid, he was picked up for
stealing women’s lingerie from a
local Wal-Mart,” Baker said. “We
figured the kid was just kind of
weird so we let him off with a small
fine and probation. I never imagined he would have grown to such
a clever thief.”
Willis, however, felt that he did
nothing wrong and that he should
not be punished for taking things
that no one would notice.
“I was trying to help prepare for
my son’s basketball future,” Willis
said. “What I did wasn’t wrong. It
was necessary to ensure that my
little star grows up to do what I
couldn’t—have a successful basketball career. And I mean, I teach
basketball to these guys up here
while getting paid next to nothing,
so I decided to take the stuff that I
needed to make up for it.”
When asked why his 6-monthold son needs size 11 men’s basketball shoes, he replied, “Hell, a
daddy has got to get his too. Even
if my son does make it to the pro’s
you know how Negroes are: We

TOH was created to help men like
Phillipson come forward and be in
the open. The organization began
with a group of men who were fed
up with concealing their sexuality.
These men are typical students representing all majors and organizations, some are even athletes.
“There are many men around
campus who you would never believe are into other men. Trust me,
it’s possible to stay hidden for however long it takes,” said Tony Sims,
a sophomore education major from
Denton, Texas.
TOH holds their meetings once
a week at the residence of different
members. Some of the meeting
spots are at the girlfriend’s houses

of these men; the women believe
they are there to watch games and
play cards.
As most of the members expected, the majority of their girlfriends dumped them upon learning about their lifestyle.
“It’s disgusting! I never suspected that my man would be creeping with another man—that’s a
worse betrayal than cheating on me
with a woman. I just don’t understand it because he was on more
than one sports team and always
talked about how nasty gay guys
are,” said Shakeisha Clayten, a senior broadcast journalism major
from Tulsa, Okla.
Other women, however, openly

support TOH.
“Tony was always open with me
about everything. I felt that he gave
me the respect of knowing, so I support him,” said Keyonna Riley, a
junior music major from Gary, Ind.
“Yeah, it’s weird to other people,
but we’ve been together for three
years and I just want him to be
happy.”
TOH is trying to make people
aware that a person’s sexuality is
their choice and there is no need to
hide it. They want people to respect
them just as they respect others. If
you are a male that would like to
become a member of TOH, please
contact Dante Phillipson at (405)
708-7731.

forget about the family as soon as
the first million is made. I figured
this way I could hook us both up—
by contributing to his basketball
future and my wardrobe.”
Some staff and faculty members
sympathize with Willis.
“We know the pay at this school
could be better. I don’t blame coach
for doing what he did. I robbed
Langston blind during my first few
years here, but of course I wasn’t
dumb enough to get caught,” said
an employee on the third floor of
Page Hall who did not want to be
identified.

nal justice major from Waco, Texas.
“Unless they can smell some weed
smoke coming out of my windows,
they do not have the authority to
just kick my door down and start
rambling through my stuff. I know
my rights, I get A’s in all my law
classes!”
Carter and various members in
the sociology department wrote a
letter expressing their disagreement
with the university’s “total lack of
respect for our privacy.”
At most universities, the searching of student’s apartments without probable cause would not be
allowed. However, because LU is a
land-grant institution, basic privacy
laws do not apply to its students.
Basically, the LUPD can enter any
building associated with the university whenever they choose.
Herb Williams, a sixth-year senior
business administration major, said
that if the LUPD starts doing regular drug busting on campus, they
might cut into his profits a little.
“I been slangin’ on the yard
since I got to the LU. Me and all my
homies live good and we eat good
‘cause of the weed. The weed ain’t
never hurt nobody; it was put on
this earth for us to enjoy. Why would
anybody want to interfere with
that?” he said.
Williams and his girlfriend,
Bobbie Marley, a sophomore agricultural-business major from Saint
Elizabeth, Jamaica, have been growing and distributing marijuana
plants for the past two years at a

secret location near the Langston
Lake.
“My great-grandfather smoked
the ganja all the time,” said Marley.
“He believed that weed could cure
sickness and help build a healthy
immune system. He also taught our
family how to grow beautiful plants
to produce good quality weed for
smoking.”
Williams and Marley both expressed concern for their runners,
people who sell weed for them out
of their apartments.
“Yeah, I’m on my way to go get
my sacks from these brothas because we ain’t got the money to be
bailing folks out of jail, you know.
Just make sure you tell people to
keep it on the hush for the next few
days, until all this mess dies down.
As soon as it’s all over, they know
where they can come for the fat
sacks again,” said Williams.
For all those students who do
not smoke, but live with roommates
who do, unfortunately there is nothing that the university can do to
save them from the same punishment as the offenders.
“If you live in a house where
weed-smoking, weed-buying, or
weed-selling is going on, you need
to report that to the police department immediately. Don’t just sit
around and do nothing. You pay to
go to school here just like they do,
and if you don’t want to get in
trouble with them, then do something different,” said Officer James.

Drug
searches,
continued from
pg. 1

Jackson James of the LUPD.
According to the student handbook, no student shall possess,
manufacture, sell, distribute, or use
narcotics, barbiturates, amphetamines, LSD, or other hallucinogens, and any other drugs classified illegal or dangerous by the federal and/or state statutes and regulations unless prescribed by a medical doctor.
News of the raids comes as a
complete shock to many students
and several have started a petition
in order to have the surprise raids
stopped.
“They cannot just bust up in our
homes without probable cause,”
said Mary Jane Carter, a junior crimi-
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Young Hall resident involved in near fatal shooting
BY KEVONO HUNT,
ASSISTANT EDITOR

B

rion Scott Lawrence, an 18
year old freshman from Oklahoma City and a Young Hall resident, is listed in stable condition
after his near fatal shooting this
past Friday.
According to the Langston
University Police Department
(LUPD), Lawrence was wounded
when he and some friends were
playing with a weapon in his room.
He removed the clip and was passing the gun around to his friends
when the weapon discharged.
“Friday night between 8:30 p.m.
and 9 p.m. we received a call from
the Guthrie Police Department indicating that a LU student was in
the emergency room of Logan
County Regional Hospital with a
gun shot wound to the chest,” said

Algray Pettus, LUPD chief of police.
Several officers were dispatched
to the hospital to ensure that
Lawrence was indeed a LU student.
He was unconscious when they
arrived, but they were able to identify him and then question the individuals who were at the hospital
with him.
“The initial story [by his friends]
was that he was shot by an unknown assailant dressed in all black
clothing who fled the campus,” said
Pettus.
LUPD officers at the hospital radioed the other officers at
Langston to let them know that a
student had been shot and they
should begin an on site investigation. Officers began their initial investigation by taping off the alleged scene of the crime (near the
right entrance of Young Hall) and

checking the grounds for any
clues that would lead them to this
mystery assailant. They also canvassed the room where Lawrence
stayed.
Yet, after talking with the students
who
accompanied
Lawrence to the emergency room,
LUPD officers noticed that the
details of the story did not add
up.
“Upon further investigation it
was determined that the injury
was due to the fact that the young
man had harbored a .25 caliber
weapon on campus. While in the
room with another student he
started playing with the weapon
and it discharged, hitting him in
the upper right region of his
chest.”
In light of this new information, officers finished their preliminary investigation pending his

release from the hospital.
After the shooting, students
living in the dorms began worrying about their own safety. The
only information they had came
from the rumor mill, which indicated that he had been attacked
by an unknown assailant.
“Everybody was scared after it
happened because they didn’t really know what happened. Everyone just panicked and left,” said
Rueben Herron, a freshman physical therapy major from Tulsa, Okla.
“Once everybody realized what
had actually happened we were relieved, but it still left us with some
insecurity about our ability to be
protected here.”
Once the false rumor was cleared
up the students began expressing
their malcontent at the residence
hall staff for their inadequate measures to protect them.

Sashaye Renee Brewer
crowned first Miss Omega
BY LASTRISE HORTON

S

even contestants battled it out
in the first Miss Omega Scholarship Pageant held last
Thursday in the I.W. Young Auditorium.
The contestants were Kapriece
Kitagawa, a freshman early education major from Stockton, Calif;
Latasha Johnson, a sophomore
education major from Chandler,
Okla.; Minika Johnson, a freshman
business administration major from
Chicago, Ill.; Teneicia McCoy, a
freshman business major from Oklahoma City, Okla.; Sashaye Brewer,
a senior journalism major from
Tulsa, Okla.; Frejia Johnson, a business administration major from
Stockton, Calif.; and Eboni
Johnson, a freshman business
management major from Oklahoma
City, Okla..
The ladies competed in five categories: an interview with the
judges, onstage question, talent,
physical fitness and formal wear.
Frejia Johnson was crowned Miss
Purple and Gold (second runnerup), Eboni Johnson was crowned
Miss Phi Psi (first runner-up), and
Sashaye Brewer was crowned Miss
Omega 2005.

“It [winning] feels absolutely
great,” Brewer said. “I worked really hard for several weeks, and it
feels good to know my hard work
and dedication paid off.”
Brewer said that the hardest part
of the pageant was the opening
number.
“I’m not a very good dancer. I
have a very good memory, but putting it all together was hard. Everything else came naturally.”
When asked why she decided
to compete in the pageant, Brewer
said, “Anybody who knows me
knows I have great respect for
Omega Psi Phi. Also, I was in great
need of a scholarship.” Brewer was
awarded a $500 scholarship and was
also chosen as Miss Friendship.
The pageant helps the women
prepare for the Miss Langston University Scholarship Pageant.
Deshnick Lewis, coordinator of the
Miss Langston Scholarship Pageant, felt that the Omega’s pageant
went well.
“I think they [the contestants]
have something to build on,” said
Lewis. “There will always be stuff
they need to work on; Miss
Langston has stuff she needs to

Sashaye Brewer, pictured with her roommate Joanine Gibson, was crowned
Miss Omega during Langston’s first Miss Omega Scholarship Pageant.
work on, but they did really good.”
Brewer hopes to utilize her
crown in the most positive way
possible.

“Hopefully, I can talk to other
pageant hopefuls and share a portion of my knowledge of pageantry
with them.”

“They don’t do room checks;
they barely check the IDs of individuals entering the dorm. I don’t
feel safe or like they care if I am
safe,” said Marchita Luke, a freshman nursing major from Oklahoma
City, Okla.
“They do their job haphazardly.
What they call room checks is
sticking their head in the room,”
said Reggie Smith, a freshman undecided major from Tulsa, Okla.
“They are busy checking for weed
and girls when they should be
more focused on our safety.”
Some students were so upset
that they have contemplated going home.
“I am not trying to be at
Langston anymore,” said Randy
Moore, a freshman undecided major from Dallas. “I thought someone had died when they started
wrapping the caution signs around
all the trees.”
Dr. Elbert Jones, vice-president
of student affairs, said that he
hopes Lawrence fully recovers.
However, he also said that if he is
found to have harbored illegal
weapons he will disciplined according to Langston University’s policies and state law. Lawrence could
be facing felony charges in association with having a weapon on
state property.
According to Dr. Jones, the Office of Student Affairs will be looking into why the policies of the
university as it relates to the residence halls has not been followed.
They will also make the necessary
changes to ensure the safety of
students staying on campus.
“It seems that there has been
some napping going on over in the
residence halls, but it will be addressed immediately,” Jones said.
Students who have concerns
about their safety, witness a crime,
or who just want to offer their assistance in helping to keep the campus safe, should contact the campus police at ext. 3366, or the Office of Student Affairs, ext. 3444.
“You are the eyes and the ears
of the campus,” said Pettus. “Take
your safety seriously and take it
upon yourself to ensure your
safety and the safety of others. This
is an institute of higher learning,
use it as such.”
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LU

The Marching Pride Band sponsored a competition for high school bands in Oklahoma. Only two bands showed up but they put
on a good show. On the left is the band from Booker T. Washington High School in Tulsa, Okla., who won the competition. On
the right is Star Spencer High School from Oklahoma City.

Alpha Zeta host Career fair has
charm workshop good turnout
BY ALASHA ROLLINS

BY CHONDRA KIRKLAND

T

he Alpha Zeta chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. spent a day with
young girls in a charm workshop
held Saturday, March 24 from 12
to 4 p.m. in the multi-purpose
building.
The day began with an Easter
egg hunt and trike-a-thon
hosted by the graduate chapter
Alpha Upsilon Omega inside the
center for kids of all ages. Following that, girls ages eight and
up participated in a charm workshop, where the girls learned etiquette, economics, health tips,
explored art, and talked about the
importance of reading.
In the art portion of the workshop the girls explored artistic
creations and colors and
matched the outcome to their
personalities. One of the exercises was to create an acronym
for the word “beauty” and apply
it to themselves.
“Presenting that exercise enabled us to build self-esteem
within the girls and to open their
minds to look beyond the physical appearance of beauty,” said
Kimberly Burdine, a mathematics
education major from Oklahoma
City.
While teaching etiquette,
table manners were reviewed.

The young ladies were shown
how to properly sit down and get
up from the table, and how to
properly eat and use eating utensils.
“We [Alpha Zeta members]
wanted to instill lady like manners in the young girls so they
can apply it to their growth into
womanhood,” said Christel
Wallace, a junior elementary and
special education major from
Norman, Okla.
In the economics portion of
the workshop the girls learned
the value of a dollar and the importance of saving money, as
well as the effect money has on
the economy.
For health, the girls were informed by Porsha Richardson, a
nursing major, on menstrual
cycles, hygiene, and other issues pertaining to girls and
women.
Shlonda Banks, an elementary
education major, taught the girls
how essential it is to read.
Throughout the event, Alpha
Zeta members actively engaged
in games (tag, red light-green
light, and tug-a-war) with the
girls. And at the end of the workshop the girls received a gift bag
filled with pencils, bookmarks,
hand sanitizer, candy, and a
women’s health pamphlet for
their mothers to read.

A

n annual career fair hosted
by organizations on campus
and the Office of Assessment and
Career Services was held last Friday from 12 to 3 p.m.
Students dressed in business
attire crowded the multi-purpose
building where there were over
fifty companies giving information on internships and jobs.
Harold Carpenter III, a graduating senior organizational management major from Dallas, Texas, went
to last year’s career fair and this past one.
“There were a lot more employers that came out to the job fair
this year compared to last year,”
he said. Carpenter also said there
were a lot of alumni that work with
the businesses that came out and
were offering jobs to those with
good resumes.
Some of the employers that attended the fair included the Oklahoma School of Social Work, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Office Max, the Department of
Corrections, the Department of
Labor, and Wal-Mart.
Many employers said they were
impressed with the students at
Langston.
According to a representative
of Cintas, the largest uniform supplier in North America, the students that attended the career fair
were well informed on how to
present themselves and were very
professional looking.

Calvin Smith, co-manager of the
Wal-Mart Belle Isle in Oklahoma
City, said his company has a lot of
positions available and he would
personally call back some of the
students that gave him resumes for
in interview or an internship. He
said this was his first time coming
to the career fair on behalf of WalMart, and because it was such a
positive experience the company
will definitely be at next year’s career fair.

Correction: The news story “Track
team breaks records, earns honors,” printed in the March 23 issue
of the Gazette, said that James Hall
broke the 200-meter dash record
with a time of 21.91 and that the
previous record was held by
Kendrick Young with a time of 22.02
set back in 1999. The two races
should not have been compared as
James Hall set a new 200-meter
record on an oversized track, while
Kendrick Young’s 200-meter record
was set on a 200-meter flat track.

LU Voices
Easter vs. Passover: Holyday or Holiday?

T

he purpose of my 148th edi- “Pasch,” another
tion of Chapy’s Corner is not name used by Euto judge religious folks or those ropeans for Easter.
who practice certain holidays or Passover is an imholy days, but to bring knowledge portant feast in the
By Dr. Eric Anthony Joseph
and understanding to my dear Jewish calendar,
Chaplain
Langstonites who are confused which is celebrated
Coleman Heritage Center
about the Passover, the Lord’s for eight days and
Supper, or Easter festivities sur- commemorates the flight and free- ebrated at the end of the Lenten
rounding the awesome and miracu- dom of the Israelites from slavery season, which covers a 46 day period that begins on Ash Wedneslous resurrection of the Messiah in Egypt.
The early Christians, many of day and ends with Easter. The
Yeshuah ben Joseph (Jesus
Christ) of Nazareth, which was whom were of Jewish origin, were Lenten season itself comprises 40
brought up in the Hebrew (Judaic) days, as the six Sundays in Lent
celebrated last week.
What is Easter? Easter is a time tradition, and regarded Easter as a are not actually a part of Lent.
for springtime festivals. In Protes- new feature of the Passover festi- Sundays are considered a commemoratant countries
Easter is cel- My dear Langstonites, whenever you celebrate the death and resur- tion of
Easter
ebrated as the
rection of Christ Jesus it is imperative that you remain aware of the S u n d a y
religious holiday
com- facts surrounding why He died upon the cross nearly 2,000 years and have
always
memorating ago on Calvary.
been exthe resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Son of val—a commemoration of the ad- cluded from the Lenten fast. The
God. But the celebrations of Eas- vent of the Messiah (Jesus) as fore- Lenten season is a period of penitence in preparation for the highter have many customs and leg- told by the prophets.
When was the first Easter ob- est festival of the Roman Catholic
ends that are pagan in origin and
have nothing to do with Christian- served? Passover was the most im- church year, Easter.
portant feast of the Jewish calenWhat is Holy Week? Holy
ity.
Where did the name “Easter” dar, celebrated at the first full moon Week is the last week of Lent,
originate? Religious scholars, ac- after the Vernal Equinox. (The Equi- which begins with the observance
cepting the derivation proposed nox typically occurs on March 20, of Palm Sunday. Palm Sunday
by the 8th-century English 21 or 22, according to our present takes its name from Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem where
scholar, the venerable Saint Bede Euro-Gregorian calendar).
Both Neo-pagans and Christians the crowds laid palms at his feet.
(b.672—d.735 A.D.), believe the
name “Easter” comes from the continue to celebrate religious ritu- Holy Thursday commemorates the
Scandinavian “Ostra” and the als in the present day. Wiccans and Last Supper, which was held the
Teutonic “Ostern,” or “Eastre.” other religions usually hold their Thursday evening before the cruBoth goddesses of mythology sig- celebrations on the day or eve of cifixion. Friday in Holy Week is
nify spring and fertility and their the equinox. Christians wait until the traditional anniversary of the
crucifixion, the day that Christ
festival was celebrated on the day after the next full moon.
When is Easter observed by the was crucified and died on the
of the vernal equinox. In addition,
Sunday is named after the pagan Protestant Churches? Easter is ob- cross.
served by the churches of the West
Holy week and the Lenten seasun god Solis.
What about the secular tradi- (Roman) on the first Sunday follow- son end with Easter Sunday, the
tions surrounding Easter? Tradi- ing the full moon that occurs on or day of resurrection of Jesus
tions associated with the festival following the spring equinox Christ.
My dear Langstonites, whensurvive in the Easter rabbit, a sym- (March 21). So Easter became a
bol of fertility, and in colored Eas- “movable” feast which can occur ever you celebrate the death and
ter eggs, originally painted with as early as March 22 or as late as resurrection of Christ Jesus it is
bright colors to represent the sun- April 25. We celebrated Easter last imperative that you remain aware
light of spring, and used in Eas- Sunday morning on March 27 in the of the facts surrounding why He
died upon the cross nearly 2,000
ter-egg rolling contests or given chapel.
Christian churches in the East years ago on Calvary. It was not
as gifts.
What about the Jewish tradi- (Byzantium), which were closer to for us to celebrate candy, buntion surrounding Passover? The the birthplace of the new religion nies, the spring equinox, the
Christian celebration of Easter and in which old traditions were church, gifts or reincarnation.
Dr. Eric Anthony Joseph is in his
embodies a number of converging strong, observe Easter according to
traditions with emphasis on the re- the date of the Jewish Passover fes- eighth year as a dean, professor, chaplain, and chairman at Langston Unilation of Easter to the Jewish (Old tival during their month of Nisan versity. For further information, conTestament) festival of “Passover,” (April).
tact Dr. Joseph at (405) 466-2901 or
What is Lent? Easter is also cel- E-mail him at: eajoseph@lunet.edu.
or “Pesach,” from which is derived

Chapy’s Corner

Wednesday, March 30, 2005 • Gazette •

Page 5

What’s the Word?
Do you feel safe atter the recent shooting incident this past weekend at Young Hall?

“I’m scared as hell.”
Todd Wilkerson, freshman
education major
Kansas City, Kan.

“I don’t feel different. I mean, it
could have happened anywhere.
It just happened to be here at
Langston, but I really don’t feel
any different.”
Marchita Luke, freshman
nursing major
Oklahoma City, Okla.

“I do not feel safe because I did
not know if I was next. I had to
pray hard—God please protect
me from the enemy and keep
your arms around me.”
Darius Beaty, freshman
Theather / music major
Laporte, Ind.

“I do not feel safe at all. I could
be out on campus with my child
and someone may pull out a gun
and decide to shoot for no reason. As a parent I feel we need
stronger security measures on
campus ASAP.”
Jameka B. Lewis, senior
International studies major
Guthrie, Okla.

COMPILED BY DE’SHAWN SAFFOLD, GAZETTE PHOTOGRAPHER
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Networking Basics News to Know
S

ome people cringe when they
“No matter what great things you accomplish,
hear the word “networking,”
somebody helps you.”— Wilma Rudolph, Olympic Champion
especially those just starting out
in their careers. The idea of “meet- events alone may bring back the appropriately. Professional neting and greeting” strangers intimi- same butterflies you felt on the first working events normally call for
dates them, and seeking out people day of school when you were look- business casual attire.
who can possibly help them ad- ing for a place to sit at lunch. While
At the Function
vance professionally brings out the it may have seemed like you were
√ Greet people you know so you
fear of rejection. Yet, the old ad- the only lonely-looking girl/boy can be introduced to others.
age, “It’s not what you know, but struggling to find a seat next to
√ Introduce yourself to the host
who you know,” could not be truer someone cool, the majority of the of the event. Request introductions
for African-Americans.
students probably felt the same to people whom the host recomNetworking is what the most way, and maybe were hoping you’d mends you meet.
successful and savviest business sit by them so they wouldn’t look
√ Take the initiative to introduce
professionals say got them to so lonely.
yourself
to other people.
where they are today. They built
That’s just how networking
√
Introduce
others to people
mutually beneficial relationships events are. No one wants to look
you’ve
just
met.
that served as a support system lonely, unimportant, and bored.
√ Exchange cards
and boosted their careers. Building up a netwith the people you
work of people that will
meet.
help you grow and thrive
After the Funcis a task you’ll be both
tion
advice for the graduating senior
consciously and uncon√ Write a note to
sciously doing for the
yourself on the back of
rest of your life. You have
By Chaz Foster-Kyser
the business cards
to always be on the lookjournalism instructor
you’re given—someout for people in both
thing that will help jog
high and low places that can be Everyone came to mix and mingle, your memory about that person
added to your network. There are and chances are that if you ap- when you look at their card again.
individuals out there who can help proach someone they’ll be relieved Also include the date and name of
you land your dream job, turn you that you did.
the function.
on to professions you never
The following are networking
√ Contact those individuals
thought twice about, give you an tips for you to utilize.
who
interested you, seeing how
idea to bring in truckloads of
Before the Function:
you
may
be able to help each other
dough, or simply change your life
√ Review your purpose for at- in some endeavor.
just by being supportive—and you tending the function. Are you com√ Review how you could have
haven’t even met them yet. And ing to meet a specific person, get
networked
better. Did you miss out
you won’t, if you don’t make net- some contacts in your profession,
on
an
opportunity
to meet someworking an ongoing task.
or just learn more about the hosts one because you were scared or
There are various ways you can of the function?
didn’t know how to break into a
build your network:
√ Plan to arrive on time for the conversation? Did you neglect to
√ Through colleagues and busi- function. If you’re attending a
tell people something important
ness associates.
meeting that offers networking be- about you and your line of work?
√ Through memberships in pro- fore it starts, arrive early enough You did bring enough business
fessional and civic organizations. to participate in the networking cards didn’t you?
√ Through your relatives, portion of the meeting.
Becoming a networking pro may
friends, and their peers.
√ Create a 20-30 second intro- take a little time, but after enough
√ Through religious involve- duction about yourself. Example: of these events you’ll be able to
ment.
“Hi! I’m Shiloh Davis. I’m a gradu- work a room of professionals like
√ Through social functions and ate student in sociology and I plan you work a room full of your colon becoming a sociology profes- lege peers at parties. The only difcommunity events.
sor. Right now I’m searching for a ference is that networking in the
√ Through volunteering.
position in the social service field business world could mean work√ Through conferences and ac- to help finance my studies.”
ing your way up in your profestivities for people in your profes√ Brainstorm a couple of ques- sional career.
sion.
Chaz Foster-Kyser is a journalism
Most of the networking you’ll tions that could help you get a con- instructor and newspaper advisor at
do will take place informally—with versation started.
Langston University. The articles in the
√ Have more than enough pro- “Now What?” column are taken from
people you’ll meet without even
trying. But there will likely be a host fessional looking business cards a book she has written, “Embracing the
of events organized for the sole with you, and make sure you have Real World: The Black Woman’s Guide
to Life After College.” Questions/compurpose of networking that you will easy access to them.
√ Make sure you are dressed ments on this article can be emailed to
attend. Walking into one of these

Now What?

cjkyser@lunet.edu.

COMPILED BY JESSICA P. LOWE

Quake in Indonesia Kills Hundreds
Sumatra, Indonesia—A destructive earthquake recently struck the
west coast of the Indonesian island of Sumatra. The official death
toll has been put at 330 people by Indonesia’s National Coordinating Agency for Disaster Management and Refugees.
College-Educated Black and Asian Women
Earn More Than White Women
Washington—Black and Asian women with bachelor’s degrees
earn slightly more than equally educated White women, according to data received by the Census Bureau. In 2003, a White woman
with a bachelor’s degree earned nearly $37,800 compared with
nearly $43,700 for a college-educated Asian woman, and nearly
$41,100 for a college-educated black woman. Hispanic women received slightly less at $37,600 a year.
College Hosts Wine and Beer Socials
Waterville, Maine—At Colby College, a private liberal arts school,
students 21 and older get together on Friday nights in the school
cafeteria to learn about and drink beer and wine. The get-togethers
are intended to instruct students on how to drink maturely and in
moderation. The emphasis is on savoring, not swilling.
Terri Schiavo’s Husband Plans to Seek Autopsy
Pinellas Park, Florida— The husband of the brain-dead woman
Terri Schiavo, has requested that an autopsy be performed after
she dies so that a full report can be done on the extent of her brain
damage. Terri Schiavo has not had nutrients or water since March
18, and is likely to die by the end of the week according to doctors.
Burger King offers BIG Breakfast Sandwich
New York—Burger King Restaurants recently unveiled a new
breakfast omelet sandwich with more calories than the Whopper.
The enormous omelet sandwich debuted Monday. The sandwich
has one sausage patty, two eggs, two American cheese slices, and
three strips of bacon.
Boy Arrested in Connection with Minnesota Shootings
Red Lake Minnesota—A young boy was arrested Sunday as part
of an investigation into a potentially wider plot regarding the recent Minnesota school shootings. The office of the U.S. attorney
for Minnesota, Tom Heffelfinger, gave no further details about the
arrest.
Nazi Camp Ashes Buried
Oranienburg, Germany— During a memorial ceremony earlier this
week, the ashes of thousands of victims of the Nazis’
Sachsenhausen concentration camp were buried. A 5- feet thick
layer of ashes was unearthed last year by archaeologists working
on building a concrete memorial near the camp’s former crematorium. Memorial officials have estimated that there were tens of

Summer Jobs Available:
Langston University’s Transportation Center of Excellence has
summer jobs available for the Summer Transportation Institute.
They are looking for two female and two male students counselors.
Applicants will need a copy of their academic transcripts, resume,
a letter of interest, and two letters of recommendation.The deadline
is Friday April 15,2005. For more information contact Carla Dodd
at 405-962-1679 or fax your information to 405-962-1675 or email
your information to cld@lunet.edu

Wednesday, March 30, 2005 • Gazette •

Oprah Winfrey donates $600,000
to communications department
BY MICKI BIDDLE

F

inancial difficulties nearly
thwarted the broadcast journalism department’s recent trip to
New Orleans for an important regional conference. Exhausted from
fundraising for the department,
Shaunna Cooper, a senior broadcast journalism student, became
incensed one day while viewing an
episode of “Oprah’s Favorite
Things.” In this particular show,
she gave away cars, clothing and
other gifts to random audience
members.
“Oprah’s an African-American
woman and a distant cousin of
mine! I am sick and tired of her not
putting her money to better use!”
exclaimed Cooper. “I know she has

OSU at Langston,
Most of the faculty, staff and
students are outraged.
“They want to hire a White man
to be the president of the only Black
college in Oklahoma? What is
wrong with these people?” asked
Dr. Charlotte Bette, a frustrated
member of the Board of Regents
who was outvoted. “I also don’t
understand why they want to take
away the heritage of this school and
make it a regular state school.
Those clowns also want to change
the school’s colors to pink and
white to complement the new mascot—the Fighting Bunnies.”
“I can accept ‘College Hill,’ but
this is really pushing it,” said Carla
Davenport, a graduate of the class
of 1997. “If they change LU to OSU
at Langston I swear I’m never going to support anything the school
does again.”
“I can’t imagine the LU not being the LU anymore,” said Carla
Broadus, a junior physical education major. “What is a Fighting
Bunny anyway? Who came up with
that? I mean, it’s bad enough
Langston is not going to be known
as a Black school anymore, but the
Fighting Bunnies, come on, get
real.”
All of the members of the Marching Pride are incensed. If Langston
is not regarded as an HBCU, they
will not get to compete in competitions like the Honda Battle of the
Bands.

donated to other educational
causes—what better cause than a
struggling broadcast journalism
department at an HBCU? I’m going to write to her and give her a
piece of my mind!”
With that said, Cooper immediately typed a letter to Winfrey,
signed by all the BJ majors and
department heads.
“I don’t know if it will do any
good,” said Mike Jackson, director of KALU, Langston’s own radio station. “I’ve tried many times
to get Oprah to look our way, but
have never heard anything back
from her.”
Something in Cooper’s letter
must have rang true to Winfrey,
because within two weeks of mail-

continued from pg. 1
“This better be an April Fool’s
joke! What are they going to have
us do, the bunny hop?” said
Peterson Johnson, a junior broadcast journalism major and member of the band.
Even some White and Hispanic students are upset.
“I came to Langston specifically because it was a Black
school so I could get a minority
scholarship. How am I going to
pay for my education now?” said
Maryland Rhodes, a freshman
sociology major.
In addition to the bold move
of stripping Langston of its HBCU
status, the Regents have made an
even bolder move. Stating that
OSU at Langston should become
more diverse, the Regents plan to
impose quotas on the school—
only 50 percent of the students,
faculty and staff may be Black.
“Only students with at least a
3.0 g.p.a will be allowed to enroll
in the fall to make room for a more
diverse population. Only the faculty and staff who have been here
five years or longer will have their
contracts renewed. However,
they will get a nice severance
package,” said a spokesperson
for the Board of Regents.
To sign an online petition
against the changes made by the
Board of Regents, go to
www.keeplangstonblack.com.

ing that letter, HARPO producers
were ringing Cooper’s phone off
the hook.
“I couldn’t believe it!” she exclaimed. “When I heard that Oprah
Winfrey was giving us $600,000
dollars and delivering it in person—well, to be honest with you,
I cried!”
The administration was elated
when they learned of Winfrey’s
generosity—even when they discovered that the money could only
be used for the betterment of the
broadcast journalism department.
“A donation of that magnitude
will put our communications department on the metaphoric map of
journalistic excellence,” said Dr.
Holloway. “Matriculation of such
pantiforous edification will exude
a professionalistic atmosphere, and
provide for a more alluring environment, whereas more students will

want to pursue their academic endeavors in the arms of dear
Langston.”
Winfrey’s donation does have
some stipulations. The first, mentioned earlier, is that the money can
only be used in the communications department. The rest of the
money will be divided as follows:
√ Full-ride scholarships for all
broadcast journalism students
achieving a 2.0 GPA or greater and
enrolled in atleast 12 credit hours.
√ $1,000 per student for books,
tape recorders, digital cameras, personal computers or whatever else the
student may need for their education.
√ ·$25,000 goes to the radio station for new equipment.
√ $25,000 goes to the television
station for new equipment.
√ $25,000 goes to the Gazette
for new computer equipment.
√ ·$10,000 per year added to the
salary of each professor in the communications department.
When the students learned of
Winfrey’s gift, some were amazed
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and others were shocked.
“I can’t believe it, I just can’t believe it!” screamed Charles
McKentley, a senior broadcast journalism major. “Oprah is coming here
and giving us $600,000! I knew God
sent me to Langston for a reason!”
Others were focused more on the
opportunity to have school paid
for.
“Going to school has been such
a struggle. Paying for school and
raising my three kids all on my own
has been very hard,” said Teresa
Blackenshire, a freshmen broadcast
journalism major. “I just want to
give my three daughters, April, May
and June, the best life they could possibly hope for. This donation is certainly a step in the right direction!”
Winfrey will present the donation in person on April 1. After a
brief ceremony and reception,
Winfrey is flying the entire faculty
and students in the communications department to Chicago to be
featured on the Oprah Winfrey
Show and to pend an all expense
paid week touring the “Windy City.”

From Langston to Hollywood: Israel
Jacobs to appear on the big screen
BY TONYA GRANT

I

srael Jacobs will star in a new
movie “How to Play a Player,”
which is set to air in theaters across
the country in May 2006. The student turned actor was discovered
through his shining performance as
“the pretty boy” in BET’s hit reality show “College Hill II” (CH2).
“I was picked up to star in the
film by Sway Thompson, an executive producer of CH2,” said Jacobs.
“I went back to school at Langston
University to resume my regular
lifestyle when I received the phone
call that offered me the chance of a
lifetime and a $175,000 contract.”
Jacobs immediately packed up
and made the trip to L.A. where the
movie is being filmed.
“How to Play a Player” is a movie
about a couple that show viewers
how to juggle romantic partners
without getting caught. Kenny,
played by Jacobs, has a main lady
in his life but still searches for bed-

room fun outside of his relationship. He thinks he has the game all
figured out, yet all the while his
main squeeze Ashley, played by
Gabriel Union, is also on player status and sharing some helpful tips
of her own.
“The movie is hilarious,” said
Jacobs. “It’s a good movie for
couples to watch.”
Selecting a star for the role didn’t
come about easily. In fact, Thompson turned down Tyrese and
Shamar Moore before he found the
right guy.
Israel auditioned for the part
shortly after the first airing of CH2,”
said Thompson.
“I didn’t believe in his ability to
act at first. But as I watched him
and his ex constantly portraying a
false image of hatred towards one
another, I began to see a lot of potential in him. The boy got skills.
When the walls came tumbling
down and he admitted to cheating,

his acting skills definitely came into
play.”
While life on campus for most
LU students may not change much,
there is always someone that is set
apart from the rest of the bunch.
“My life is definitely changing
for the better,” said Jacobs. “I have
to thank BET, Langston University,
and the co-cast members of CH2,
because without them none of this
would be possible.”
Although he has no intentions
of returning to school, his future is
looking steady and bright. After
the movie is complete, Jacobs will
head to Miami Beach to be filmed
in MTV’s Road Rules airing next
season.
“I don’t regret any of my past
mistakes because they’ve gotten
me where I am today,” said Jacobs.
“I realize now that if you have good
looks, a charming attitude, and
cheat on your girl every now and then,
you may receive the future of a star.”

NOTICE: The stories on pages 1, 2, 7 and 8 of the Gazette are entirely
fictional. So are some of the calendar events. Permission was given
by students or staff that had stories revolving around their lives.
Send comments about this edition to LUGazette@yahoo.com or call
the Gazette office at 405-466-3296.
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LU Calendar

Ongoing
Events

Lion of the Week
Panella the Goat

Meetings for Tired of Hiding (TOH), an organization for men formerly on the down
low, will take place in Hamilton Hall, rm. 333
at 7 p.m. every Wednesday.

BY SHAMIA JACKSON

Immediate
Events
Wednesday, March 30

A spring comedy show hosted by the S.G.A.
will he held on Wednesday, March 30 in the
I.W. Young Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. featuring
BET comic view comedians Cornbread,
Robert Shaw, Michael Prince and Darius
Branford.

Thursday, March 31

Langston’s first Delta Cutie Pageant will
be held on Thursday, March 31 in the Annie
Laurel Coleman Heritage Center at 7:13 p.m.

Friday, April 1
A surprise celebrity autograph signing
hosted by the Student Association of College Groupies will be held in the student
union from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Hint: it’s an
actor that recently won an Oscar this year!
The Langston University Aquaculture
Program will hold a public sale of live fish
on Friday, April 1. The sale will be held at
the E. (Kika) de la Garza Institute farm. It
starts at 1 p.m. All fish will be sold on a first
come, first served basis. Approximately 1500
pounds of channel catfish, 200 pounds of
bigmouth buffalo and 100 pounds of grass
carp will be available. Buyers must bring
containers and ice needed to carry or hold
fish. Please call Conrad Kleinholz or Geogre
Luker for additional information at 466-3836.

The Mr. Langston Pageant will be held in
the I.W. Young Auditorium on Saturday,
April 2 at 7:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 3
$100 door prizes will be given for the first
ten people to enter chapel service on Sunday, April 3. An extra $50 will be given if you
have a Bible in hand.

April 3-9

A Greek hazing party will be held on
Wednesday, March 30 from 9 to 12 a.m. The
event is free if you take wood at the door
and $5 for all others.

The Department Music is having a Faculty
Recital on Thursday, March 31 at 7 p.m. in
the I. W Young Auditorium. At 4 p.m. they
will be hosting an OK Invitational Piano
Festival in the Hargrove Music Hall.

Saturday, April 2

photo by Chaz Kyser

T

his week we would like to show our gratitude to Panella the Goat. Though many
may think it is unusual to have any mammal, other than a human being, as a Lion of
the Week, Panella’s work and efforts have contributed greatly to Langston University’s
agricultural department in many ways—especially in the fertilizing department.
“When it comes to fertilizing, she is the best in town. That stuff is so strong it burns
the inside of my nose hairs,” said Chester Greensby, senior yard assistant. “She also
helps to keep the other goats in check during experimentation times. She is always there
for them, holding their hooves in their time of pain.”
Born a little over a year ago to an un-wed mother, Panella has grown to be a very
courageous goat and she is also known as the most popular goat in her herd.
“I have never met a goat so brave. She has real leadership qualities—a take charge
attitude,” says Jed, a fellow goat and personal friend of Panella’s.
But, these are only a few of the qualities that make her worthy of the Lion of the Week
title. She is the mother of two and still manages to produce three to four gallons of milk
per day for others to drink.
When asked how she felt about the recent decision to serve goat meat to replace all
other meats that The Caf serves, she stated, “I don’t know what took them so long in
the first place. As a goat, I feel it is necessary to make whatever sacrifices that are
necessary to ensure that the university continues to excel,” she said.
Panella is a very big supporter of Langston University since she is a native of the
town. She is also dedicated to building a better image for goats across the country.
“My goal in life is to eliminate the word “scapegoat.” I think the word should be
scapecat or something,” said Panella. “Cats just aren’t loyal and they could care less
about anyone else but themselves. I give myself totally to dear Langston and will
dedicate myself to making sure all other goats will do the same!”

Kappa Week is April 3-9. Monday, April 4,
a game of flag football will held at 6 p.m. on
the practice field. Tuesday ,April 5 is the
Kappa Kafe, a food eating contest held in
the student union ball room at 7:11 p.m. On
Wednesday, April 6, the Kappa 1st Top
Model event will be held in the multipurpose building at 7:11 p.m. The cost is
$1. Thursday, April 7, a Tribute To A Black
Women will be held in the I. W. Young
Auditorium at 7:11 p.m. On Friday, April 8,
the Kappas are having a Talent Show in the
I. W. Young Auditorium at 7:11 p.m. They
will be awarding a $ 200 dollar cash prize.
After the talent show a Pajama Party will be
held in the multi-purpose building. The cost
is $2 with pajamas, $3 without. On Saturday,
April 9, a Nupe Beach Party will be held at
the Langston Lake starting a 1 p.m., and
then an off-campus party will be held in
Edmond at Lumpy’s, located on SE 15th &
Broadway. The cost is $5 before 11pm.

Monday, April 4
The first “Ms. Big Mama Langston University Scholarship Pageant” informational
will be held Monday, April 4 in the chapel at
7 pm. The pageant was created for women
who believe that the wearing of a swimsuit
for pageants is inappropriate. Business attire is required.

Wednesday, April 6
The School of Arts and Sciences is having
its 6th Annual Research Symposium at 8 a.m.
on April 6 in Hamilton Hall, 2nd floor. Entry
forms are available iin Hamilton Hall, Rm.
217. The deadline is Monday, April 4.

Tuesday, April 5
A Kanye West video shoot will take place on
campus at 12 pm in the student union plaza.
All interested girls who wear at least a size 6
should meet in the union at 11 a.m.

FAKE EVENTS COMPILED BY CHONDRA KIRKLAND
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